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Meet Dakota,
the Friendly Wolf

Hi, my name is Dakota. Let me tell you a little about myself. I am a wolf. No, I’m not
bad or mean like the stories you might have heard about when you were younger. I’m
sure many of you heard stories like, “Little Red Riding Hood,” “The Three Little Pigs,”
or “The Boy Who Cried Wolf.” Unfortunately, these stories have made us look like
mean, vicious killers. Well those stories are not true they are just ancient fables. These
days it is hard to find any stories about wolves that are positive. Many of you know
what a reputation (rep) is. Well, I want to change our reputation and at the same time
share some of my life experiences with you.

I want to share with you some of the adventures I have had growing up. After hearing
about each of my adventures, there will be a time when I need your help to think of
different ways I could handle a situation.  When you hear the words “Paws Time,” that
means to meet together in your small groups called, wolf packs, to think together of
answers to questions about the story. Then, someone will share your pack’s ideas with
the rest of the class. After all packs have a turn to share their ideas, you will hear the
rest of my story and what I decided to do. Then you will have a chance to share a time
in your own life that was similar to my story and how you handled it.
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When I was a pup I learned about the many dangers in the forest and how
other animals would say terrible things about us and spread rumors that all
of us wolves were mean. I didn’t like being called names such as “The Big

Bad Wolf” or “Killer” and I was determined that I would prove to the other animals
that wolves are not all bad or mean. Let me tell you a story about a time when that
happened.

One day while out playing by the brook with my brother, Nakoma, two young raccoons
came running across the large rocks in the stream. Once they spotted us they came to
a sudden halt. 

Nakoma and I decided to go meet them. Before we could get close they started yelling,
“Stay away! We heard about you. The foxes told us about your kind.” 

I replied, “But, we just want to be…,” they ran off through the bushes before I could
finish my sentence. 

Nakoma and I felt very hurt and rejected. Without even knowing anything about us
and by just hearing rumors from some foxes they judged us as being “bad.” So we tried
to ignore all this and find some other animals to play with. 

Soon we spotted a new animal in our forest, a cougar. “Surely she would play with us,”
I said to my brother. 

But as we got closer the cougar looked the other way and mumbled, loud enough that
we could hear, “Wolves…, I know all about them.”

Nakoma started to get angry but couldn’t think of a way to stop the rumors so he just
decided to go home and play with some other wolves from our pack.

“Don’t you care what other animals think of us?” I said to Nakoma. I tried to think of
ways I could show these foxes and other animals that we were not bad or mean like
they had heard. But, how could I show them that we were not mean or bad wolves?

Paws Time
Ask students to meet in their “wolf packs” and discuss their answers to the following
questions.  

• What did the cougar think of Dakota and his brother? 
• How did the rumor start and then spread?
• How could Dakota convince the foxes that he was a nice and caring wolf? 

Next, have each wolf pack share their ideas with the entire class. Then continue the
story by saying, Let’s find out what Dakota decided to do.
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I decided that I couldn’t make the foxes believe that I was nice just by telling them, so
I would show them by giving a friendship gift. I tried to think of something they might
like. Then I remembered how much they liked berries. I decided to take a basket of
wild, juicy berries that I had carefully picked and brought over to the foxes den.

One of the foxes saw me leave the basket and told the others, “Hey remember those
wolves we heard about, look what one of them brought us?” ”Maybe they’re not so
mean after all. 

The next time I saw the foxes playing in the woods they didn’t say anything to me.
Eventually one of them thanked me for my gift. But even if he hadn’t thank me, I felt
proud that I could outsmart those foxes and do something kind for them that they
would never expect me to do.

Later, a new rumor started going around our forest. The animals were now saying
that wolves are not all “Bad” like some of the stories they heard. I even heard that
some foxes were telling other animals that we wolves were pretty smart!
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Follow-up Questions
•If someone told other people that you were mean or bad, how could you show

them that the rumor was not true? 

•If you heard someone talking about how bad another student was, what could
you do or say?

Follow-up Role-Play
Role-play the following situation and then answer the questions that follow.

Characters 
•Three students spreading rumors

• A new student to the school who wants to make friends

• The student who the rumors are about who tries to make friends with the new
student

Situation
Three children are at recess and begin talking to each other. One of them starts
saying mean things about another student they barely know. The other two join
in on the gossip. A new student to the school overhears the children talking and
learns that this other student they are talking about is very mean. The student
who they are talking about walks over to introduce him/herself to the new
student and the new student says, “I heard about you and I’m not allowed to
hang around kids like you.” The student becomes very angry but knows if he/she
says anything mean it will just prove to the new student that the rumor is true.
Stop the skit.

Discuss:
• What was happening in the skit?

• How did the rumor start?

• What do you think was the reason the new student listened to the rumor?

• How do you think that student felt after finding out the new student heard that
he/she was mean?

• What do you think the student should do in this situation?

Optional Activity:
Have students act out these responses.
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See what happens when a rumor goes 
from one animal to another in this maze.

End Here
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